re.oe p

 Approved For Release 2001/03/QpNEdRERIAR.00314R000200160055-5
CIA/BR GP 60-81:.
22 July 1950

Tha Eataugs 18 the southernmost of the 6 provinces of the Congo,
 covering an area of 199,000 square uilss, in which live sn estiiated
1,630,000 Congolese and 30,000 Eurcpengs. Adjacent o it on the
south is the rich Copperbolt of Borthern Bhodesis. |

The wealth of the Congo is derived from its minersl exports vhich
constitute 50 percont of all exports smd 20 percast of the gross
nationel product. Nearly 2ll of this mineral production eowes from
Katangs snd the two nefghboring provipess, Kiva and Kesai. ALl
the eopper, cobslt, menganese, sine, cadmium, germenivm, and wra-
nimwmwe-thmwﬂmtmlw&warwﬂme‘ammmi
production -~ comes from Katunga. This one provingse produces 7
pereant of the vorid's eopper and 60 percent of its covalt.

In eontrast, agrieultural rmn of the Katangs =re poor.
Unprodustive soils snd a six-mouth dry sesscn are limiting fuetors,
but the Katangs is a food-defiolt srea primerily beosuse the devo)-
opment of {te miners) wealth has brought sdout incressing wbasization
of the population. Move than a third of the fubebitente mow Live ia
urben centers. The rural Afriean who omce supplied hic ocwn lim{ted
ngeds has moved to the eity and ot the sams time has inereased his
food consumption. |
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The products of Katange reach esalt water ports by thres routes,

each more then 1,000 miles long. Omly because of preferential
rates has the 1,700-mile reii-river-rall route through the Cong>
via leopoldvilile and uawii garried 28 peresnt of the tonnage. The
all-rail route through “oriuguese Angole %o Lobito éaﬁ'i&s % poare
cent of the tonmage bagouse 1t is shorter and reyuires no Lrans-
shipment. A third route, by rail, which crossas tbe Paderstimm of
Rbodesia and Nyasaland to Bulrs, Mozambique, carries 13 percent.

The future wellbeisg of the Congo ou enything resesbling pe:-
independence levels depends on the inoose Mivg& Prom Ketangs
minerals. The flight of capital end other diffiomlties of the
pre-independence period had put the Congo in dire finamcial straits
even defore the currest disonisrs. Now, the possibility of five
provinees of the Comgo becoming scivent without the wealth of the
Katanga or msesive foreign aid is very slight. 2Rven though &b
fadependent Katangs 1teslf would face difficulties besause of 13
isolation and 4istence from marksts, the hostility of other Congc
provinces, and possible escroacihment DHrom Rhodesia, the cconomis
pigture for this une provincs looks bright. The sdherance of Kivw
and Kasai to & seveding Katongs perheps would mitigate the Ketsagn
food shortage, but 1t wmld leave the rest of the Congo with gold
as its only mineral ewpord.
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